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Maine Revised Statutes

Title 12: CONSERVATION

Chapter 220: BUREAU OF PARKS AND PUBLIC LANDS

§1812. ACQUIRE INTERESTS IN LAND; EMINENT DOMAIN; LEASES WITH
THE UNITED STATES

With the consent of the Governor and the commissioner, the director may acquire on behalf of the State
land or any interests in land within this State, with or without improvements, by purchase, gift or eminent
domain for purposes of holding and managing the same as parks or historic sites. When acquiring land or
interest in land, the director shall examine options for obtaining public vehicular access rights to the land. If
an acquisition is made that does not include guaranteed public vehicular access, the director shall describe
the acquisition in the report required under section 1817 and the justification for that acquisition. The right
of eminent domain may not be exercised to take any area or areas for any one park that singly or collectively
exceed 200 acres, nor may it be exercised to take any developed or undeveloped mill site or water power
privilege in whole or in part or any land used or useful in connection therewith or any land being used for
an industrial enterprise. The right of eminent domain may not be exercised without prior review by the joint
standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over conservation matters. [2009, c. 356,
Pt. B, §1 (AMD).]

Before exercising any eminent domain power, the bureau shall notify the owners of any lands proposed
for acquisition and shall, at their request, afford those landowners the opportunity of a public hearing to testify
as to the necessity and propriety of taking such lands. [1997, c. 678, §13 (NEW);  2011, c.
657, Pt. W, §7 (REV);  2013, c. 405, Pt. A, §24 (REV).]

With the consent of the Governor and the commissioner and upon terms and conditions determined to
be advantageous to the people of this State and consistent with this chapter, the director may negotiate and
execute any lease or other agreement for the administration, maintenance, supervision, use and development
of state parks that are acquired and owned by the Federal Government. The director may, with like consent,
accept on behalf of the State deeds of gift or other conveyances to lands or interests in lands suitable for
administration, maintenance, supervision, use and development as state parks or historic sites under this
subchapter. Such lands or interest in those lands, when so acquired, whether title thereto is in the United
States or otherwise, are subject to administration, maintenance, supervision, use and development by the
bureau during the terms of any lease or agreement under this section. With respect to lands or interest in
lands that are included in any park or parks acquired and owned by the Federal Government and administered
under this subchapter, the State shall retain concurrent jurisdiction with the Federal Government in and over
all such lands. Any civil or criminal process issuing under the authority of this State may be executed on
those lands in the same manner and to the same effect as if those lands were privately owned, and exclusive
jurisdiction in and to those lands reverts to the State when they cease to be owned by the United States. Such
lands are exempt from all taxes and assessments while they are the property of the United States. [1997,
c. 678, §13 (NEW);  2011, c. 657, Pt. W, §7 (REV);  2013, c. 405, Pt. A,
§24 (REV).]
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